BLUE GRASS BLADE 



VtluM xviu. 



UaaOWK, KT., fltPTEMBBR 5, 1^09 



DEFOTMD TO THE PROPAGANBLt OF FREEDOM OF THO^JGHT 



O, whtt do Mmm my vm htkiM, 

Hm la liit world of wo«r 
Of ■ HB |M r> winter, heat and rold — 
dmiy frost and uiowt 

I M» • gloriona orb above, 
Ital tw heat and Uffat,. 

And fllb the world with potent' love, 
And nAam day and nii^i. 

I find thia littla worid of onri, 

At evtfy torn or nook^ 
la filled with aooM myrteriona powan, 

Whiehaver way I look. 

I find then 'a baanty in, the eon, 
The moon and avary star; 

And in the oxbit that they ran, 
So smooth, witl^t a jarr-* 

There Beauty in the lofty hilla, 
And in the roeka between; 

And in tha UUla gwtitla rilb, 
That ahraya interraDa, 
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There's Beauty ia tba ereak that flowa 

So gently along; 
And ill the little bird that kBOWa 
No soiTow in its* song. 

There's Beauty in the ferns and shrubs, 

And in the toads and tVogs; 
And in the Uttle worms and gruba. 

And tiny poodle dogs. 

Tlifix-i's Beauty, from the OMMMtroaa whala 

Down to the smallest gnat; 
There's Beauty in the niiee that qwttt 
Before the beauteous cat. 

There's Beauty in all things we see, 

All formed by Nature 's power; 
From the lai^Keat forest tree, 

Down to tha imallaat flower. 

IlMra'a Beauty in all things below, 

Whatavar ve may name; 
And if to other worlds we go, 

We'll find it just the same 
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Hausman Answers His Critic 



Mil Stands By His Original Argument, but Is Willing to Hmt 
and Kmcoq apon All Bides of the Question. 

C 

(By Dr. ^JEbmrnuu) 

Whenever diaeoveries of new £Mts bring forth new idsM 
which compel us to atwuidon oar former views, it is with a cer- 
tain reluctanoe that we discard our old opinions to which we have 
become accustomed, and the longer we have held them, the more 
we have become attached to tbem, the harder it in to discard 
them. Such is the force of haUt. 

It actually seems aa if some persona through the continual 
praetiee of pretending to believe something which in their ordi- 
nary way of reasoning they would find impoesible to believe, 
become unable to think rational on the si'bject. Only on this 
supposition can we account for the curious fact that people not 
only pretend to believe the absurd and contradictory statements 
of the bible, but even claim them to be divine revelations. It 
seems, however, that vanity has mneh to do with this refusal to 
correct our errors, for many people consider it a proof of char- 
acter when they stubbornly refuse to admit an error and change 
their opinion. Such people are an obsta'^ie to progress^ which 
could never have taken place if there hud not always existed some 
men honest enough to esteem the j^rinciple of truth liigher than 
their personal {Hide. Sueh scientists as Darwin, for injitance, 
who gave to the world ideas whieh mark a new «poch in the 
history of human intellect, did not formulate their cheories from 
choice, but from oompulsion. The facts they obtained by dili- 
gent and conscientious work foreed that conviction upon them, 
which made Galileo murmur: "And yet she moves," — a con- 
viction which no liuiiiuii jxiwer can alter or destroy. Tlierc is 
but line force in nature which cuu do thi.s^ the same which has 
created it. Let new facts appear which ei)m]>el us to draw dif- 
ferent conclusions and the old coiivictiun ^ivcs ro.mi to a new 
belief. Any true and iKaicst sciLMilist is < |«'n to conviction; he 
will not resent any criticism and is ready to correct his opinion, 
provided his oiqjwnent fomisliM the fketo whieh eompel him to 
do so. 

l'ooj)k', however, who believe in some siipcrstitiou '(ccausc they 
have been taught to accept it as authority, arc not coovinccd by 
reason; they feci the weakiKss of their belief and hale to hear 
the subject crilici.sed. J''roni the liirensive idiie aud bitter in- 
vectives used hy .Mr. Bowiiman, it is clear that he has no opin- 
ion of hib own about the social junblein, but believes in Henry 
Ueorge lus his |)roi)|]el, the >anie as a Christian beiieves in 
Christ, a Moslem in iMolnininied, and like the reli{,'ions fanatics, 
he cannot bear a criticism of his idol, which he resents as a i)er- 
sonal insult. In my discussion of the social problem, 1 start 
with the fundamental facts of scii'iice as jneinises, and draw the 
conclusions according to the g»K)d old i)rinciple thai 2.x2 equals 
4, and not o; if somcb<xly dcx-s not liki' this, 1 i annol helj) it, 
and do not care; it is iin|»ijssible to please everylxidy. The 
only authority 1 a< know le<ifj;e ar.- tacts, ami a criticism worthy 
of consideration has to show thai either the pieinises arc wrong 
or the mode of reasoning. Because Mr. I',. cNideutly does not 
conteni|datc the world from the same view |Miinl as I, it would 
be just as useless to argue with him as with a fanatical iK'lievcr 
about the trinity, immaculate conception; and more than a few 
oomments on the principal objeclioim woiihl he a waste of time. 

"Mr. H. declares there seems to bo but one objection to it", 
(Single Tax) etc. Wl^ don't yoa state the truth f I did*aot 



speak of Single Tax, but of a "remedy, an infallible cure," 
which is, "to makii land conmion property," — that is Henry 
George's jiropo.-itn.n. Jiiil because he found it himself impossi- 
ble to design a plan how \u eil'ect tlie transfer from personal to 
common ]>rojH;rty, lie i>i'opo>id to make no change in ixj.ssession 
for the present, and to indicate the ownership of the state merely 
by levying a lax for the use of the land. And tlius was the 
great radical remedy reduced to a niodilicatiou of ta.\aiion and 
called the "Single Tax." 

In what country has land been made conuiion property? 
Considering taxation of land as the s*jle source of revenue, that 
could be done, but 1 tlo not con^sider il the best policy. As to 
its ellicieiicy as a remedy against (KUerty, 1 fail to comprehend 
its value, and hero is the chance for you to prove thai Henry 
(ieorge is right and 1 ani wrung, by e.'ci)laining how this measure 
abolishes poverty. 1 investigated the causi-s <>f j^mverly; if they 
are wrong, name the true ones; if you know dthcrs, tell Ihem, 
and demonstrate how Single Ta.\ will abolish thuni. Land is 
taxed in many countries, but you cite New Zealand as the 
country which owes its prosperous condition, and especially the 
absenee of the extremes in possession, to the Single Tax. Let 
us see what the ofScial reports of that country fay. In 1890 
the revenues amounted to $10,664,405, of whieh $2,894,980 were 
derived from direet taxation, and $7,909,616 from indirect taxa- 
tion. The revenues for 1906 were divided as follows: 



Costome $15,517,826 

Stamps, Post, Telegraph, etc. 7.754,670 

Hailroads 13,826,976 

Land-Tajj 2,089,230 

Ineome Tax 1.524,525 



Totia ^ ,..$ 4i;n3,a25 



Out of this total, only .•iiJ,(j8ii,2:iO can be credited to Single 
'fax, and it is up to yoii to verily your "crushing reply" and 
show that it was your hobby to whom the favoraoie conditions 
arc due. Supjiosing the land is taxed in Kiigland (which it 
oughl to bc)^ would that abolish jxiveriy / There is something 
else in .New Zealand which no nlher couiiiry piissesses to the 
same extent, and which brings nearly l;j tunes the revenue of the 
lanii lax, I hat is the owiu-rsliip of all public utilities — trans- 
l-o! tai 11 111, inimiiiiicatioii, water, gas, insurance, etc., which 1 
consider the tirst postulatiou of a rational socialism. This 
checks the growth of inillioiiaires, and extreme povei'tj' i.s jire- 
vcute<l by the state ju-oviding op]H>rt unity for work, and the 
old age pension, in this respect, we aic far behind New Zeal- 
and, 'i'lie iiulitrereiiee of the wealthy classes against jjcople in 
need is remarkable and in striking contrast with the <lisplay of 
religion and charity, and there is less protection for the laborer 
in the Unil^xl States than in most of the Kuropean (unintries. 
While there were thousands of ])eoi)le without work in San 
Francisco, large sums of m<»ney were dissipated in useless dis- 
play at public celebrations, and 1 read of om; fellow in the 
lOast, with more money ihau Beii8(3 and charity, who laid the 
l'oundali<.n of a monument in honor of II. Hudson to cost $100,- 
• MIO. The iiajx'rs contained advcrlisomeuts for hundreds <if 
laborci-s, while thousands wire without euiploynieiit , how could 
that be-? The agent chiir;;ed ^2 for i»rocnriiig work; the fore- 
man of the establisment, who stood in with him, discharged the 
laborer in a few dayi to make room for new victim. The law 
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Qo T«ii«f for this oatnge; than is no money in it, u in 
th« pooMeation <^ graft. 

It ▼ouid be interesting to have one of the 20,000 fwmera teU 
a liM leawMu for leaving the United^Stataa After inveetigat- 
ing your "erushing reply"! briieve there odet wme other mo- 
tivee than th9 love for Single Tax. About the differenee (letwees 
aoeioiogy and poUtieal eetmomy, a pera<m who eannot 
heod that the latter reenlts £tioai the fonner aad that they ace 
inseparable, is not able to diaenw them intelligently. That 
famooi formula I never heard of, and never missed ft 

In the paragraph on "EeonomiMy" the important ^nestion 
of division of labw ia entirely dimgarded. The payment of 
rent is the <nily point on whieh the soeial qnsition hinges, as- 
suming that everybody gives at least <»e-third of the prodnefc 
of his labor to the landlord tor the privilege of eoltivating the 
land. That some soeial institutions arising from the division 
of labor play a more inqwrtaot part in the oneqnal distribatioa 
of wealth, than the land monopoly, as is so strikingly iUna- 
trated by the staiisties of New Zealand, is never takan into eon- 
sideration. That eootrol of land will frfaee othen in dependenee 
and that this monopoly without eompensating taiuition btffonm 
one of the oauses of unequal poineaeion, of poverty, I'hava dis- 
cussed myself, and eqwoially the question how thin happen, 
whieh is usually avoided by Utopian socialists. If yon ask what 
would happen if one man owned the earth, I answer by saking 
the question: How can one muk rule the esrth, a thonssnd or 
even une hundred people, unless they are oowards aad foolat 
What makes them submit to an inteior foreaT 

Liberty depends on equal ri|^ta to laadf Tlian then has 
never been any on earth. 

A land tax, high enough and iwogressive, will eheek land mo- 
nopoly. Will it abolish povwty and asenn aqoal rigbtsf No; 
only cooperative labor eaa do that, as it does to a gtsat anant 
in New Zealand. 

Henry George says that liberty is the fundamental law of all 
progress. Will you dispute itt Yes, I will. There is no sueh 
law ns liberty. Seli'-interest is the motive power of progress; 
liberty is a condition which permits its grstifleation. 

Government has nothing to do with inalienable l^ights to life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness. Show- ma a eonntxy now 
or in history where, the maintananea of these priaeiples is the 
objeet of goviSmment. 

Ab I remarked before, <>m- views about the fundamental pria- 
ciples of life And society differ so widely, that further discussion 
eannot be to any purpose. If I conclude conwctly from your 
initial remarics, that you have read only the one number of the 
Blade containing half of a ehiq)ter of the book, that would ex- 
plain your ignorance or miseonstrnetion of much of what I said 
about the points in dispute. In that ease I would nut advise you 
to read the rest ; it would not do you any good, and for me it is 
indifferent what a superficial critic says. You are careless about 
your evidence, or you would not have mentioiwd New Zealand 
as illustrating your contention about Single Tax. While insist- 
ing on your arfjuuionts being weak, I admit your superiority in 
abuse. 8liek to that; it will help you with some people on. 
which argum«>'nts are wasted, and I do not mind it at all; on the 
contrary, I even enjoy a gentle abuse; it shows that I hit a 
viilnerahie si>ot in your assumed infallibility. I have been 
called an anarehist so often by my friends that I actually ex- 
periencwl a pleasant sensation being called a "stupid somnam- 
bulist'' for a change. 

From the way you argu.o repeating |>hra8es from your gospel 
instead of facts from nature, it is evident that your knowledge 
of the question is confined to iii'plicit b'lief in Henry George, 
because his views evoke a syiii|>nt lietic resptonse in your mind. 
I studied the problem from nature, from the mediaeval view- 
point of Darwin, llaeckel, ami otlier scientists, while your 
authority still adheres to the modem views of Moses and otfaaK 



loi^hets. I read his bodt later, bseanae it was mueh talked 
about in the pajiars, aad found his prinoipal views so much at 
varianea with the faeta that I added a brief eritio to my work, 
whiek is not a nmiograf on the soeial question, but a discussion 
of the Darwinian theory and its application to mankind. The 
great valna of thia theory (and of aU natural seiencas) eouiists 
in te a chin g ns to distinguish between natural and human laws, 
and all progress n ep r sss n ta a better knowledge of the former and 
its practical application. Henry George 'a mistake ia that he 
doea not draw hia conclusions frmn the real, material facts alone, 
but assumes factors which do not exist, as fto instance, a law 
ef liberty, of rent and distribution of wealth, which ara marsiy 
human conccptiona and not natural laws. 

Bscansa yon accept the teachings of Henry Ocoigc as gospel, 
the ssna aa the CaihoUc accept a bull from the infalMbls Pope, 
yon deny othm the xMA and ability to differ from your prophet. 
While I do not donbt Oat this humiliating attitude is jo^iflad in 
your Mas that yon ara sonsakws of your inability to eriticisa 
his work, I do not fsM that this ^pptka to ne^ in qiite of yoor 
protestations that it ia presnmptious for such a useless, unrelia- 
ble and in sig niflc anf pcnon sa I am, to ariticiss saeh a paragon 
of wisdom as Hsnr^ Qcofge. This littla trick of exalting a psp> 
son bqrond measnra in order to make it appear tha more audac- 
ious and preposterous 'for anybody else to criticise him if you 
dan not do it yourself, waa known already in ancient times, and 
the Bomana r«pti»d more f<»eibly than polite: "Qood liect jovi, 
non lioet bovi" 

Ton speak ao xuuk al>ont philoaophy. There ia no mora such 
a scienccb In oUcn timsB whan material or positiva science waa 
very limited, thia defldeney waa mads np by abstract speculations 
and big vcdnmaa wen written ati|imt anhjaets of which we ware 
entixaly ignorant. Nowadays, it means simply the study of 
natural seieiuM Abstract philosophy is mora ornamental than 
useful, but it baa ita advantages: it does not reqnira real knowl- 
edge and finds soma followers. A parstm qieaking about a 
shining light among the faculty of a college, ranarked: "That 
man ia truly wonderful; he spoke for an hour and nobody under- 
stood a single word of what he said." Judging from the way 
you handle a subject, I think you an made of the right stuff 
for a philosopher ,and will reach or eonal your proto^rpa. 

Ton complain that an srtiele by yon waa zafused Iqr • aui|pt- 
ana becanae it "too caustically assailed the rmmtation of an 
eltunent gentleman," It was cwtainly unfair of tha editor to 
reject it, beeause you used the only aigument at your command,, 
and I am glad to say there is no danger that the Blade will deny 
you the most efiKcient we^wn in your mental armory. Use all 
the caustic and venom yon please; open wide the sluice gates of 
abuse and billingsgate ^ long aa ths rsadsrs, the editor, and 
the paper will staud it. 

Alameda, California. 



Don't forget the convention of tiie Buckeye Swiilar Union. 
It meets at Columbus, Ohio, Sept. 11 ami 12. The program is 
t xci-llciil . There will he a large numljer ot' active Kreethinkers 
[ueseiit, :iM(l visiioi-s from other States will also he there. lieed 
the mil of duty and hie you to the Capital of the Buckeye State 
on the dates uamed. 

• • • • 

With this issue . Dr. Hausman's manuscript on "Man's Ori- 
gin and Destiny" will be in tj-po and the closing ehapter pub- 
lished in the Blade. The book will soon be ready. In our next 
issue wo may have more certain and definite information to give 
conoerning it. We would request all who have subscribed for it, 
but not uaid, to do so now', and those intending to subscribe 
to do so at once, fls success depends upn the treatment accorded 
it. The Miik ia a splendid production, and especially for pvop- 
agand« purpoiMa, and it ought to encircle the globe. 
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The Truth is Out at Last 



B«r. <^rge A. Hongh, Episcopal Preacher, Ii Blwwii to Haf» 
Hav* ICMwingly and Wilfully MiuepNMBM M. S. 
LMhy. Strong Letter from Bcotte 
of tlM DMd Freethinktr. 
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We deem the t'ullowiug comiuuuicatioD to be 4>£ that. high d»-' 
gree of importance as to demand as much promiuenee a» poMibk* 

Oar readers will recall the eiforts we have made to protMt 
the memory of M. D. Leahy, deoeaaed, from th^ vicious aasaulta 
of Bev. (ieoige A. Hough, au Kpuoopal preacher of ban j^Yan- ^^ 
«iseo. The hrst repif reeaived waa from C. £. Alexander, oC 
Chauute, Kansas, and duoog Ui« past few da^ wa iiava naMvad . 
another letter from.th* same gsntlaman, atatiog that ha Jud 
found a brother of the late M. i). Lisahy, who was liioroughiy eoop 
v«rsaut with all the facts couuected with the lifa irock of that 
deviXad friend of man, and intuaated that we would ahortljr ^ . 
hear tsim him. Just attar, the laat iaaua of the Blade had gona 
to presa wa Meeived the letter which ia published below. 

While paniaing this latter, wa auggeat that our readers keep 
in mind what the Bav. Uough had to say on thia aulqeet. Moogh^a 
letter waa reproduaed in our editorial eolnmOf laaua of Jniy ^ 
laat. Xha pointa Hough sought to. maka warai:'— - 

J.— That the National Jf'reethought Univeriity at Liberal, ]lo», 
waa a pat aehena of IngaiaoU'a. 

2. — Ihat Ingeraoll had eofitrit»»tad •5,(K)U toward it. 

3. — I'hat JL D. Leahy waa aonrartad and preaohe^ the goq>al 
of Christ at dillerent painta thwmghoat the bouthweat. 

4. — Ihat M. D. Leahy waa aoavanad by a lady evangeiiat in 
the privacy of a room at Oiaat Band, Kaoaaa. 

5. — Xhat IL 1>. Leahy waa untrqa to himaslf and to humanity. 
Baahqg thaaa in mind, laad and digeat tba following latter: 

"PawhuHka, Okla., Aug. 15, '00. 
"Editor Blue Oraaa Blade, Laxingiuu, Ky.: 

"bir: — An old friend of miue, Mr. C. fi. Alexander, of Cha- 
nute, Kansas, sent me a copy of your paper eontaining a letter 
by Geo. A. Uough, together with your request for full partieu- 
lars, concerning my brother, M. D. Leahy. I want to thank yoa 
for the invitation yoa hava extended aaking for the truth ooo- 
eeming his life and death. I ahall only xelate thoae inetdeata 
connected with his religioaa lite and Ua Mlation to tha J^rae- 
thought University. 

Our parents were very devoat Cathohei, having both been bom 
and raised in Ireland, and we were rakwd ondar very strong 
Catholic iuiluenoai. In his early life, my brother's ambition was 
to become a priest and give up bis life to the ehureb. As a boy, 
be was excedingly devout, pure-minded and studious. When ha 
grew to manhood he was, morally, the most perfect man I ever 
knew. At 18 be was teaching in the public sehoola, and stoppiag 
at the home of Mr. C. £. Alexander above mentioned. Theca ha 
hnnyna aequainted with Freethooght literature, and soon ba> 
caoM aa avowed Freethinker. This was in 1883. 

For two jaaiB after this he attended the Kansas Nuruial Col- 
lege at Fort Sflott, Kansas, graduating in 1886. Ueurgo A. 
Hough waa a tianhitr of penmausbip in this institution, and an 
earnest member ot the Y. M. C. A., and naturally gave my bro- ' 
ther little credit aa a thinker, althuugb be was regarded by tha 
faculty as being the strongest student, up to that time, who had 
graduated from that ooUaga, 

In the fall of 1886 he eeUblished the Freethought University 
at Liberal, Mo. This institution recmved no fiuunei^I aid uut- 
■ida of Liberal, and but little there. CoL Jngersoll 's buaucial aid 
waa navar aoUiiitad^ Md ha iwrar fwra any, and the at atamau t 



that my brother said Ingeriiull bad contributed 4)5,000 to aid tha 
institution, I am eertaiu is an absolute falsehood. No one waa 
CMMor to him than i, and JL am sore no such faot existed, and 1 
ao not nuw remember of my brother ever receiving a letter on 
any subject from CoL iugersoll. 

xhe Jfreethought bnivemty bad an existence of two years, and 
waa a saeoeoa in every way, except hnancially. My brother bad 
no means, and but few people in Liberal could altoid any hnan- 
cial support. 

Fur the naxt year he did very little, except to build up a weak- 
ened eonstUution, whiah he wsa never able to do. 
. - Uuring the wintw of 8V-8U he beeama identihed with a move 
to start au insutution of learning in Uutahiaaon, Knnnt, bat 
tuis was siiori-uved. 

bp to this time he had been a radieal Materialist, but now ha 
began to lean towarda a beiiai: in a eontinued spiritual and men- 
tal egusteoaa. Ma mat in Mutehinaou with some aevoteea of Chna- 
tiau bctaaaa. Ma in part aeeepted their theories, but not in fall, 
nor did ha ever do ao. Ma inauted that they, oniy in part, undar- 
Mtood the great problems of human life, and that no one eould 
grasp it. Me was sure that there was a ooniinuad avolation, 
ootn here and heraaf tar. and that the mind that waa paroat in 
thoognt and froaat tnm immoral aogitationa, waa on toe aoxeat 
road to progreaa. 

From Muiohlnson, Kanass, ha went to Oreat Bend, Kanwas, 
where he oceupisd for one year a ahair in the faculty of the ' 
Central Normal CoUega. X waa not with him at this plaee, but 
an older brother was, with whom M. M. made hia home. 1 am 
informed by him that wmle there no ehaoge took piaaa in th^ 
rehfioua opinions of M. D. Leahy, and that the story related hfy* 
Bar. Mough la an entira fabriaation and absolutely without 
foundation. L. A. Manson was with my brother both at But- 
ehinaon and Gmt Bend. Me waa a Chh«tlan Beiantiat, a great 
admirier of my brother, and doubtleaaly haa aaid vofxn than the 
facta would warrant. 

JbYom Oreat Bend my brother went to Cairo, ilL, whera he 
waa principal of the Migh behool for one year. 

In the summer of 1802, ha returned to Osaga MwiiML Kansaa, 
(now bt. Paul) the home oi his boyhood days, and'wlMva our . 
mother still hved, broken completely in health, and with the 
seal of death upon him. 

Ko one eraahxed aondition better than he. He lingered 
iintil the leaves began to fall and then passed away At hia own 
requeat, no religioua aeremoniea were held over his body. Ha 
died, believing that hia spirit would continue, but mthoat the 
sUgk^eat belief in the ereeda and. tanata of orthodox Chriatianity. 
I waa eonatantly by his side during the laat month of hia life, 
and discussed the question of a hereafter with him. I told him 
that if at Any time he fait that ha wanted to aee a pneat or min- 
. istar, to aay ao, and hia wishes ahould be granted. He answered 
that' he had not changed hia opinion in the alighteat with rafer- 
enaa to Ghnatianity, and that so far aa ha waa ooaaemed, he had 
no daaira to aaa either iRiest or minister. Ha died in full poa- 
sneaiun <tf all hia mental faeultiea and with a fall raalitatioa 
that the end waa at hand. 

So far aa hia leetnrar are eonearoed, he, ao far as I know, . 
never delivered a Freethought laottira outaida of Liberal, Mo. 
Ha laetured many timea thnughont Southern Kansas, but only 
on edueational toj^ and uauaily before Teaahers' Aasodationa. 
He never mentioned religion in these leeturea. 

He died, believing hia too short life, was «rell spent. There 
were no dark apota in it Ha waa aa ehaata aa a vii|!in, and Ua 
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mind free from any but the purest thon^te. Hough's ita 
ment that he spent the nmainder of his Ufe tryinj; to end 
wrong he had done, is false. He had done no wrong to atone fci 
He was not emiverted, nor did he ever say so. He may or 
not have been wrong in his religions views, bat he never 
traeted, and did without fear. 



Trusting that these tines will put him right before the world, 
^nd particularly the Freetfainking world, and again tkaakiBg yon 
for bringiug this mattw to light, I am. 

Very truly, * 
, T. J. LEAH7. 



Why Women Should ^Vote 



Another Strong Answer to Mr. Booher 
from One of the Non-Privileged Sex. 



# 



(By Mrs. J. J. Tyekes.) 
The attitude and the arguments of Mr. 

S. R. Booher on Equal Snilrage in tho 
Blade of July 4th, 1009, must of neeessity 
seem extremely vuhierable to every think- 
ing woman, who favors not only the prog- 
ress of her sex, but that of humanity as 
well. 

The question is not really one of either 
, physical or mental difference, for phydcal 
and mental difkrenees (if eueb aetnally 
exist), barring of eourse, a positive inca- 
pacity,— insanity, idiocy, etc.— ^o not af- 
fect a woman's natural right to legiylate 
for herself, or rather to have a voiee in all 
legislatloa that primarily affects her, and 
to be folly represented, with the same right 
as man, to abrogate measnres that injure 
her sex. 

Hie time when every woman was regard- 
ed as a fool, no matter how brilliant and 
capable, simply beeause she was a woman, 
has pawed forevw, and progress be thsnk- 
ed for this. Mentally there is a difference, 
not of sex, Jrat of kind. All men are not 
cast into a single mold, neither are all 
women. Of 90 women^ no two will be alftie 
in either character or sentiments. Those 
qualities we know as feminine virtues, are 
as masculine as they are feminine, being 
impartiallly distributed amtmg both the 
sexes; or else they are artificial exflores- 
.eenees of enstom, the result of an extreme- 
ly one^ded system oi education. There 
is no virtue a woman may boast that would 
not likewise grace a man, no vice that can 
stain her that wonld not with the same 
certainty stain a man. If we look at the 
matter otherwise, we are prejudieed and 
unjnst, not only to woman, but to the race, 
since that most snflsr indirectly wherever 
she does. 

The sole fundsmental difference between 
the sexes is grace and strength — the flret 

characteriang the woman, (hf Inttor the 
man. But strength is only mniostir whon 
it refrains from oppreseitifr; wlion if op- 
presses it becomes hideous nnd desri nprntps 
into tyranny. 

Woman's "natural" sphere may indeed 
be deseribed as the sphere of mothariiood, 
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what affects lit most,-4-its grovernnient and 
the framing of lawatto which it is held 
amenable. Mr. BooSer would dpnv this 
fundampntnl inhprenfYiprht ; he would inti- 
mate that the privilege of self eovemment 
is absolutely ma'e — trap placingr the wom- 
an at the mercy of tffi male, nnd rediicinir 
her to a mere vassavif not actual slave, 
in Us domain. ^ 

Just men wonld o^er think of ruling 
woman nnd of detenilning what she shall 
or shall not do. snh>At to peidlties which 
they impose. Tf the ballot did not re.n'lv 
stand for suprenincv.^fpw tnembcrs of the 
weaker sex wonld crave it; but the voter 
is also the law-eivpr,^ajid it has been the 
experienee of nil history that the dominant 
element — ^whether o1hm< or sex — cannot or 
will not be just to tnosp in snhieetion. T<i 
maintain that the dislranehis»d are not in 
snbipction or that thev can hp the equals 
of the voters fpTCp]# theoreticallv) is il- 
logical, to sav the Jlast. The law-frfver 
has the whin-hand time. 

Nor sbonid we overlook the fact that 
one grand, splendid*^ humanity has been 
placed efjufllly in the ke$ping of men and 
women. When we make sex paramount 
instead of aranting nre-eminence thnt 
humanity, we are Honing aeainst instiee. 
Tt is as a human being that man and wom- 
an should be judgiB^md not as man or 




The leruiency to look at this matter 
narrow-iiiindedly through the distorting 
sp<M'tacles of sex, has bred much mischief, 
siiipp the dawn of Iiistory. It has been re- 
siHinsihle for nine-tenths of the harrowing 
injustice tiian forced the woman t-n experi- 
encei at his hands. For woman was judged 
not ns a human being, but simply as a wo- 
man — that is to say, an inferior, a piece 
of property. Tt is this prnpprty nature 
of (voniaii that man ,^lill enii)hasizes in giv- 
ing her no more voiee than he gives his 
cow or dog. in matters and laws tiiat 
principally affect her. 

The early legislators saw in her a female 

animal, nothing itMre. We can thereftire 
safely nay that any system that bringVMx 
into the foregronnd and withholds human 
privileges on sneh a plea is injurious to 
progress. Sex, if w« wonld be jost, must 
bo made an incident^ a thing apart, and hn- 
manity^ the main iasoe, the prerogative 
of each individual, and their principal, ir- 
refutable claim to equality. 

The Mahometans, ala Mr. Booher, sub- 
scribed to tlip sex artrument. and pvolved 
not only the harem, but the wifp-beater's 
cnil'_''l: till' riiinpse, followinir suit, in- 
vented crippled feet; the Asiati,-s pndorsed 
thn veil; the Hindus perjH'trnted ncrainst 
womaVi the crime of suttee. Wlierpver un- 
due emphasis has been placed on sexual 
difference, sex baa , in case of the man, 
lH»en made the badge of authority, power 
nnd privilege. Tn case of the woman it 
spellcl onlv incapacitv and was vipwpd as 
a serious liandipap. When we read of the 
uiiirtyrdom of woman, and perceive to what 
extent church nnd state cnmbinpd to op- 
nrpss hpr, we must uecessarilv losp all con- 
fldoncp in a covernment conductpd pntirely 
by men. Hud woman hpen allowed a voice. 
T ask, would such things have ever beenf 
Would those monstrona laws have evor be- 
cfime oy)erativet 

Here is where the main evil of disfran- 
chised entities lies — the disfranchised are 
placed outside of the pale of humanity and 
must bow to laws they have not enacted 
nnd can neither modifv nor repeal. The 
sex that wields the ballot rules, cnishea, 
enslaves; it eonld not be otherwise. 

No: woman mnst have the ballot, if .ins- 
tiee is to prevail. She mnst have it for 
three reasons: 1st, b«>«anse she is the 
mother and knows better than man the 
needs of her ehiMreu; 2iid, baeanse as 
woman, tho has htm loft wmk mai wiih- 




out redress, by ancient orditmnces that still 
obtain; and .'Jrd. IxH-iiusc she is Ininian and 
^rbed precisely with tlic same dig-nity iis 
niah, — must vindicato her hunianity by ro- 
piidiating her old position of rit^htless, su- 
pine inferiority. 

We wopien, as a sex. ask for no protec- 
tion, but jtistiee, reeoa;niziiii; the fact that 
■in justice lies woman's preatest, surest 
proteetion. and that the progress i<i' the 
raee is bound up in that, for while women 
are slaves, nieiif beinp born of them) can- 
not, in a true sense, be kinfrly. 

Right never yet lay in oppression; never 
yet lay in depriviiiij r preat class of human 
bcinps arbitrarily of every claim to a voice, 
hearinir and self-government. Surely the 
odalisque is not the Am-erican man's hipfh- 
est ideal of womanhood, nor ran a shack- 
led womanhood Mpj>eal to him as beautiful. 
The polden rule, as we all are convinced, 
works splendidly in theory, but why not 
apply it in fact, and frnm preaching pro- 
ceed to practieci. 

San Francisco, Talif. 



OONSOIEKOE VS. BELIOION. 
(By John P. Clarke.) 

Conscientious people have no relinon, 
and religious people, by thait MOM t&an, 
have no conscience. 

When reliffion comes in conscience flares 
out. Religion is bad oil and conseienee is 
food water. Neither adjeetivea nor nonns 
will mix. Conseienee does not have to 
"emblem" itself in faiths, hopes nor in 
(parities. Faiths are fakes. Hopes are 
b*Il8 and charities are glaciers. Conscience 
gets imposed upon but does no wlful harm. 
Cleopatra put an asp to her bosom for 
sweet Charity's sake, the asp did the rest. 

Religion, in the bosom, makes f4)olish 
Cleopatras of all experimentors. An hon- 
est bosom is no place for religion. An asp 
is anti-human — so is religion. While it 
agrees with tigers and hyenas in number 
and person, it is beneath the brute in dig- 
nity. The coyote has less conscience and 
need of it by environment nnd is more 
adapted by disposition to try religion than 
anything in the air above or in the water 
beneath the earth. The coyote is social as 
the human is religions. Sociality does not 
agree with coyotes and relipon makes the 
human dyspeptic. It is mentally and phys- 
ically indigestible. Tb» religious doctor 
will tell you that to take on religion one 
must have a foundation of faith. The 
faith must hold on to religion as Grim 
Death does to a dead cat. One must shut 
one's eyes to religious faults and open tlM 
03rM to faith to see itr benaflto. Bdi«l« 
that you are blessed, whether or not. Be- 
lieve or be damned I Stealing a holy appk 
from a holy tree, by the first fear, was a 
peaeb of a anna, and a dam son is the re- 
ralt. Jmos eama alonf aad ennad a tg tree 
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and made the fig the savior of the whole 
fruit tribe. Tf the cherry does DOt beUave 
it will be damned. 

When Adam ate that primeval ajijde, the 
core stuck in his throat with the lie that 
he told, and the only way tw ^^'-1 that core 
out is to taste death. " ( 'onscience makes 
cowards of us all." Religionists, not hav- 
ing any conscience, are biave people. They 
j>ray and wish for all the pi«>d of life, and, 
by inference, for all the bad to go to the 
unbelievers. This is chanty. They have 
faith that this charity will be handed out 
by (!cid, before prayer, and hope after 
prayer. Cod does not care to dispel the 
hope of the faithful, so ha aays: "Hope 
on, hope ever." 

Conscience demands no pay. Conseienee 
says: "This way, brother," and when one 
poes wrong and then upbraids conscience 
for speaking too low, conscience only 
whispers: "You heard me, brother." 
Conscience sets up no shrines, pays no 
IMnest and makes wf hells. She strives to 
proteet your s^ig^bor from your robbery 
and yoQ from his. Sometimes she fails to 
get a hsarinf, and you and your neighbor 
snflsr a loss sf manhood and goods. Con- 
seienee is a "guide, philosopher and 
friend." Religion js false, fiekle and a 
mendicant. A lot of money is paid for 
soul nostnims and fcith fakes. Big money 
is paid to elevate the soul, and the eleva- 
tion partakes of the essence of unseen 
things. Conscience will elevate one for 
the asking. 

Priests strive to .become holy by self- 
debasement, asceticism, flagellation . and 
celibacy. Becoming holy, is the state of 
estatic selfishness, so good that detestation 
of bad people becomes a mania. The re- 
cluse becomes enmeshed in self as the tor- 
toise does in its shfll and is almost as 
beatiflcally beautiful. The tortoise hisses 
and the recluse gruMts. I never could tell 
which was the greater sham. The tortoise 
shell is an innoeious uontttery, which ean 
not be claimed of the larfsr monasteries. 
The cloistered tortoise is no more a real 
celibate than the cloistered monk. The 
cuneform letters upon the shell of the tor- 
toise seem to spell cloistered celibacy, but 
they deceitfully Ke. Monks, by abi^taining 
from sin, or professing to do so, claim the 
right to call down people who love the 
world. Monks are self-set examples of what 
religion would havs^all men to be. Sup- 
pose that we all fallowed suit and became 
true abnegstSB aad abstainers f Whatf 
W« woqU all Starrs and religion woald die 
with V*. When all the Issy gritves ware 
Mi, Hun whatf The ultimate of rsUgion. 
It's grsat to be srasyl 

BsHgion is dsnaatia. The more religious 
one bsflomas, ths further one departs from 
the normsL Ifajt Is man. Ood is a bug 
and hsaven Is a bnv-honse. Man is mortal. 



Imagination is the realm of curious things. 
Imagination is jammed full of images. 
Spirituous and spiritual application to im- 
agination produce i^hantasmagoraf L 9., a 
panorama of phenomt-na. 

Religion paints ghosts in the mind's can- 
vas and whisky pigments snakes and other 
horrids upon the esplanade of fancy. The 
ghosts arc holy and the reptiles are 
demons. Conscience is sober and says: 
"Beware of religion." Conscience is the 
bent of good inclination. Conscience fights 
only for principle, while religion fights 
ever for stakes. Wb«a ndigloB ll In, SOB- 
science is out. 

Where conscience prevails religion is 
powerless. Try it. Consult the Bladd 
Chaplain. 

Arlington, Md. 



DELHI, N. Y.— On the subject of Frss- 
thoogfat Orpuiisation we will readily admit 
that we are like many othcn who haTS not 
taken the time to study out ths most likely 
form that would advance ths eause of 
Fresthonght on a solid foundation, hut w« 
would willingly put our names down to- 
help sustain a general National oigaalnr- 
tton ct that ebaraeter, aa f ar as our means 
win allow;. But we would apply the same 
suggestions as Manly Abbott Brigham does 
in regard to the various liberal publica- 
tions; and that is, if we are eonvineed that 
Oiiganization is worthy of honest support, 
to stand 1^ and help keep them on their 
feet. Of course, there are many objects 
■ that appeal to our love and respect, but 
perhaps limited means with many Free- 
thinkers will not allow them to contribute 
save to some few things that are most 
likely to do the most good. But while 
some are trying to g«4 a Nattonal OrguA- 
zation started, it strikes us that one way 
to get Freethought literature amongst the 
people is for many readers of those pub- 
lications to make out a list of names in 
their community, and send to the publish- 
ers with enough money to cover printing 
and postage, and by that means the "seed 
of truth and reason" will find root in 
brains that are not dominated by fools, 
bigots and slaves. An active workw of 
Freethought often brings quick retnms, 
but it is our opinion that there are many 
minds so eonstitnted that to read a publi- 
cation that came from the hands of a 
Freethought advocate would be the means 
of their being hoodoosd ihm remainder of 
their lives. But, however we work, sinf^y 
or in organized form, we must not only 
try to "search out the best way to pto- 
ceed in the cause of truth and rl|^t, but 
to firmly hold on to ths last." ICy an- 
swers to yonr questions are:— 1. Ws do. 
2. We cannot attend. 8. No prefsrsnss^ 
but ought to be centrally loeatsd. 4. Ws 
wiU.— WABBBN S. DBAK. 
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MAN'S ORIGIN AND DESTINY 



Closing Chapteb of tbk GhucAT Wosk of Applisd 
Evolution ix Sooiolooy. 

(By Dr. A. Uausman.) 

Haviiic: drawn the last consequences from the premises 
ol)tiiim'(l f'nuii ;i cniifciiiplaf inn of life in it'^ continuitv, we 
find till' ])rinci|)lc of csroisni (nic in its extreme application. 
All liappinoss (U'lK-nds on tlio satisfaction of this egoism, 
which requires labor under a certain system and restricitioa 
of our animal instincts. The more men learn to under^ 
stand and obey these laws, tlie more they become oiviliz;e<1. 
As long asthev stupidly fijrht eaoli other, "one man's meat 
will bo another niai\"s jioison'', l>ut if the energy of all in- 
dividuals is directed to iiseful labor, the poison is gone; It 
is all meat. History shows how man has gradually improved 
thu conditions for his existence, and thi.t our present state 
of society is far suj)erior to any precedin<; one. Yet wo 
liear people often speak about the good old ti.nes and the 
question asked if civilization was not a failure, and if 
people might not be happier if they returned to the simple 
!i!id |iriniitive ways of oiir forefathers. The question is 
easily answered: In the first place they cannot; and if yon 
ask people who know hist^iry if they wished these times 
back there will be very few to answer in the affirmative. 
This is always a safe teet to judge comparative values, — if 
we have reco^nii/ed the better w» do not wont to go baok to 
the good or the bad. 

Although we are freer and live better than niankind eveir 
did before, there is still room for iipprovement In Europe 
even the nations standing at the head of oivilisatioii have 
not been able to free themselves from a barbaric heirloom. 
— the low and hrntal national hatred, from which grow the 
glorious battlefields, devastated homes, military lyraniiy, 
national debts and other blessings of this ^ind. Whesi a 
sufficiently large number has advanced to far in intellect as 
to supplant religion, which stamls for i;>:ni>rnnee and mental 
cowardice, by reason, which means knowledge and liberty, 
these insane butcheries will cease. 

How far the United States are ahead in tlie race of 
progress on account of not being handicapped by Ibe vener- 
able institution of hereditary monarchy, is difficult to tell. 
In regard to the deficiencies of our social inBtitntione, 
which threaten more and more to undermine the spirit of 
republican freedom, which make one portion of the popula- 
tion dependent from oAer for eadstenee, and gi^v wme 
olassee an opportimity to obtain higher wages for services 
that are of no benefit, than others who perform some useful 
work, we are in the siune position as the monarchic coun- 
tries. And there is only one rem«dy, the same all over the 
world, — the people who suffer from injndioious soeial insti- 
tatioos most leem to understand the oause and abdUih their 



• prejudice's and erroneous ideas. They must f'lrther learn 
that the social (pu'sriou is altogether of a mat<:»rial character, 
and can never refer to anything else but the relative value 
of individual labor in exchange for the product of the labor 
of some one else. To reduce the relation of individuals to 
the exchange of useful services and products, would be 
the most ideal state of lil)erty attjiinahle on earth. All 
other sentiments, vaguely named the ethical iiart of life> 
ought not tio be considered in treating this question, because 
they only exist in connection with and dependent from the 
main issue. 

As long as money represents all the value man creates by 
his labor, the social question is a money (piestion. The 
amounf each one is to receive cannot be regulated on aoconnt 
of the biological laws, heredity, etc., which makos equal dis- 
tribution an absolute impossibilit v. Tlicreforp, the great- 
est perfection a social organization can achieve is to create 
the most favorable ^-onditions for a .single por?on to solve 
the question of his existence; that is, to abolish all unpro- 
ductive ooonpations, through which the burden of stlpport- 
ing a number of persons is jdaced upon the rest. Of course, 
this docs not exclude the possibility of socialistic organiza- 
tion on the plan of jiorsonal equality, if there are people 
who are willing tt> enter voluntarily into such an agreement 
there is n7>thing to prevent them. Such a state, however, 
demands such a high degree of moral qualities, strict, un- 
swerving obedience to the laws of society, industry, absolute 
honesty and rii;ard for the ridifs of fcllow-uicu, that it 
sesms rather doubtful if suitable material for a model com- 
munity can be picked out firom the present generation. 

People must coTu])rebend that a single individual is oom- 
|)elled to adai)t himself to the conditions generated by the 
actions of the ninjority. The gain of nu»iu'y i- conipidsory, 
and if they disregard honesty they encourage ilishoneaty— 
the tendency to reoeive high wages for worthless or injur- 
ious services. And if sensible persons take advantage of 
this ignorance and grow richer, while the jieople naturally 
^^row noorer, then they l)egin to look around for a savior, 
but they look in vain. All progress is the work of man 
under the guidance of nature; poverty is hell; wealth is 
heaven ; ignorance is the devil ; knowledge the redeemer. 

Since we cannot wait for the millennium, and have to 
take life and .so^-iety as it is, we must ho satisfied with uiak 
ing the best of it and employing our faculties lu a manner 
oonducive to our mutual happiness. Let us ever he mindful 
of the adviee Goethe has given us: 

"One thing is not fit for all ; 

See evervW>dy how he fares ; 

Where to dwell let him take cares, 

And who stands that he not fall" 



J 



) 



1 



BLUE QBAS8 BLADE. 



t 



BLUE GBAflS BLADE. 

PnMUM «Mkly. •! f wlMmi. X7. 
XiiMilil br Ckutas CkfllMi MMN la UM U« aMM fer Mm mtn Ms 

«Mtk. iMMMnr T, im 
jAMc* E. HUOHKS, l»ukiMMr mm* Mmmmtr 

JOHN R. OHARLKhWORTH. ' UMar 

•vMemmoN ratm. 

Bjr mall, poatjMUd tl.M Mr yww. ia Mvum 

Ftv« new 7Mirtr »ub» urlbw at rmmmam, •l.M aMk. 

Plv« trial •ubaoHptlona Mat la wttk MM riHUaBi, fw alB 
BiMtlia, M tmmXm aaeh. 

Trial — ^rtHlaafc IS ««rta ptr nMath. 

f^iilgB aiili— inioaat mtpall. (■.M par yaar. 

ADVERTISING RATES. 

On* Inch, alnrl* column, 1 Insertion, It eanta; ena month, or (our 
iBMrtlana. tl.M; alx montha. H.M; ona jraar. |S.M. 

•nartar column, atnala. 1 iaaartioa. |t.M; aaa aiaatk, M-Wt alK 
aMBtka. IM.M: ona yaar, tM.at. 

Half aalma. wbola aalana. ar laisar a awr daaa na f at aMaM 
tataa vpaa aaaMaattaa. 

Tka yuuiftar baa tba rIgM ta N|aat aay aa* an aCvartlaMMata 
affara<. ^ 

OBNBRAU •UtINBW HULU. ^ 

ALL HTJBSCRIPTIONB to tha Blada will ba 41aeontinua« at tba 
axyiratlon of tha term for whioh tha aubaerlptlon baa baan paid 
up In aivanca. Tha addraaa allp on tba papar will nhow aub- 
aerlbara tha data of expiration of aubaerlptlan. Back nurabara 
ar numbcra amlttrd will ba aant. If aakad (or, upon renewal li 
caae ef dlaclnllnuance 

■nOITLD ANT SUBSCRIBER ehaaca hia or her addraaa. advlaa tbi 
alBca, aivtns both aM aa4 new addraaa. u deairrd. 

THB OFFICB af publloatlaa of tba Blada la at IM-IU North LJma- 
atana Btreat. Lazinctan. Kaatoekr, ta wblob aU Fraathlnkara win 
ba giran a haartr waleoma 

THB BUADB la antard at tba PoatotBaa at iMtaflta*, Kaala^y. 
aaoaad*alaaa fr ft'tl tiB BMttar. 

AOMUBBB AIX COMMUKICATIONS TO TKB WUm OSAH VUM, 
P. Baa MS, Laalnstaa. Kr- 



COHCEKNING OKGANIZATION. 

So manv oommiinications are beiiu^ received by the 
Blade upon this very important question that we are now 
convinced the hour is at hand when the Freethinkers of 
America both ^eed and demand a new utart in th(» direction 
named. ^ • \ . , \ 

In this issue will bo found a iiuml)or of such letters, and 
to these we wish to iuld, that su far not one disseiitinp voice 
has \nx\\ lieard, or a disscntiny; npiiiioii expressed. Only 
one letter expressed any doubt concerning Uie stability of 
BOoh an organization, and that doubt lay in the mere poa- 
sibility of schismatic elemrats seeking to force indiTidnal 
nostrumH upon the body. 

As an indieation of liow tlio (jiief<tii>n \.- viewed in Amer- 
ica, we publish a number of these letters in this issue. For 
the purpose of furnishing an idea as to how the issue <si 
organization in America is viewed abroad, we here give a 
reproduction of an editorial papagraph from the columns 
of our valued Eii^;lish coiit- iii|».rarv, thi! London Free- 
thinker, edited by G. W. F<x>te. Pn-sident of the English 
Secular Society. He says: 

"The Blue Grass Blade, Lexington, Ky., ia one of our 
welcome exchanges. The last number to hand contains an 
editorial artiele headed "Wanted - .\ Leader." .\ call is 
made for Frof?thoup:ht or^jauization in the United States.. 
It is expected that if the initial steps are taken to form 
such an organization "the leader will be found." 'In 



England,' our contemporary says, 'the late Charles Brad- 
laugh saw and felt the groat poller that lay in organization, 
and he ponst.antly urged the Freethinkers to orjTauize and 
give mutual aid and mutual strength to the cause. Pres- 
ident G. W. Foote, of the English Secular Society, is now 
pursuing the same policy with increasing success.' Refer- 
ence is made to IngersoU's reoognitfon of the necessity of 
organization, and his holding aloof during the later years 
of his life 'for. reasons only too well known.' May 
we suggest that those 'reasons' should be home in mind. 
Tn^rsoll riphtly ohjeeted to a Freethou^ht orpanizntion 
which every now and then compromised its members on 
outside questions. Freethougfat oiganizations should con- 
fine themselves to the actual qnesdiniB of Freeithought." 

Men and women may profit well by the lessons of exper- 
ience, provided those lessons are fully heeded'. The his- 
Uaj of organized Freethought in America fnnislMB "KOf 
raerous examples of bright flashes and then Buddcn dMMll 
and oblivion owinj? to the persistent efforts of'eibme mem- 
bers to "compromise' the other members by injecting into 
the propaganda of the organization matters that are alto- 
gether outside of actual Freetbought work. It was such 
conditions as these that led the late Ool. Ingersoll from 
actively interesting himself, as he formerly had done, in 
organized Freethoupht, and to which our Enprlish con- 
twoaporary makes timely reference. Hence, to organize 
upon a proper basis, and to court success, we must, if we 
organize at all, follow Editor IV>ote'8 advice^ that "Free- 
thougfat organizations should confine themselves to the act- 
ual questions of Preethoupht," These "actual questions" 
afford ample room for our labors, and as the issues of 
economics, socialism, eugenics, etc, have their own agen- 
cicB of advocBcgr, the pfopoaed organization should, by all 
means, inaliltain a pun Freethonght advocacy as opposing 
ecclesiasticism, and by eduontive processes prove the fal- 
lacies of all theological cosmogonips, and work upon a 
constructive plan for the improvement of humanity by 
teajshing the fundammtal truths of biology as related to 
the IndiTidual «nd to society. Organice and woric along 
these lines, and our suceess is certain to follow. 

From the numerous expressions we have received in fa- 
vor of the organization, it now looks reasonably certain 
that a meeting can be expedientiy called. \^th this in 
▼i«w, the place miMt be oentrallj located. Tlie time set for 
the meetinjx should be determined from the standpoint of 
non-interference, or the least interference, with business 
and domestic affairs. The purpose of such a meeting 
should be solely for labor, and not with any idea of in- 
dulging in any sort of public demonstration for the piea- 
ent It should be of aa exeoative oharMfeer, planning, dis- 
cussing, and mapping out lines for future action. The 
commuiiicntioTis published this week are not exhaustive, 
as we still have others ready for publication, and these 
will show tho attfliide of 7i«ediinken aa, tiM tnbjeet ii» 
have under diaonaaloB. 
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In our previous ifjstip, last preoodinc:, we outlined a sort 
of platform, or a declaration of princiides, wliich, if adopt- 
ed and adhered to, without complications of any sort, ox- 
crudescences incompatible with pure Freethought work, it 
will be brcwd enongfa and big enough to bring within the 
fold some of the tnany thotisanda who have reje<Hrd ortho- 
dox Ohristianitv, and yet are unindontified with the Free- 
thought movement. Donhtless, hundreds of these have 
merely been waiting an available opportunity. The pro- 
poaed organization will supply that opporttmitv. The 
great mass of people abhor reHgious doirnin. The creeds of 
Chtristianity are outworn. The people want and demand 
something better. Freethought is better, if properly pre- 
sented, and the people will accept it Let it be understood 
from ita very inception that the ori^nization shall be for 
Freethought work alone, as that work has to deal with 
orthodox religions. TTere is a vast field for onr .active labor. 
The religious qiir--tii,n is still vital and important. We 
have but to obsen'e and reflect upon the activity of the 
floaMasdeal brigade in political affairs of nation, state 
and tttmieipality, to «(>r and to Icnow that the dread super- 
stition stfll wields a fearful power for evil upon the minds 
of unthinking and erednlona women and nnraspeetiiig 
children. 

Then, friend* by all means, let ns organize! Weld onr 

forces into one compaot body. Its business detail will re- 
quire considerable wwk and skill, but we have those in 
our ranks capable of intellifrently conducting its affairs, 
direct its propaganda, and keep the cause we advocate alive. 
Hake up your mind that the day, nay, the very hour, is 
piO|Htioti8. Follow this with a determination to be of some 
real service. Hesolve to attend the meeting when called, 
as it now Wlxs n« if nnc will ho called, if yon can possibly 
do 80, and afterwards, lend your support and your aid to 
thoee ^ho shall be placed in bhargia. Do tiiis and we have 
notidng to fear eonoendng the remilth 

AK OBTAODOX PRIVIIEOE. 



We have heard it snid in arcnmient, that if a person is 
diiaatisfied with social and political oonditionti by which 
he ia tnmtmded, he liaa llie glorious privilege of avoiding 
them bv moving awnv. 

Tn one of onr debates, many years ago, with a notorious 
clerical scalawag, we were politely informed, in public, 
that if we did not ajypfRyve of the religioua faith of the 
American peoiple, we had the privilege of selecting some 
other couTitrv as a place of habitation. The nrcrument is 
of the double-action variety. It e^n be made to work both 
ways. A preat deal may depend aa to advantage of the one 
who happens to say it first Moving away may not alwaya 
be palatable to the mover, but this is precisely what liie 
forefathers of the American republic did when they emi- 
grated to the preat and unexplored western continent 
Religion was principally responsible for their departure 
from the old world, and now that infidelity is becoming 
more and mor» faaUouble in AnMriea, th? ortJiodoz have 



the privilege of moving away at their own sweet will. 

Members of the orthodox churches at Morrisville, Pa., 
so it is n i)ort(vl in the Chicago Journal of Monday, Aug. 
23, are putting this into effective practice^ and are really 
moving away, because one solitary infidel got the bast of 
them by using timely precautiona to ohedk them from 
moving him after his demise. 

It i.s T'^ported that one, Samuel ^fcCracken, an infidel, 
died, and was buried in the cemetery, at the place named. 
At the head of bia grave be had caused to be placed, by 
express tmat, a atone tablet which bora the following in- 
scription: 

''In Memory of Samuel MoCracken, who died April 
18, 1809. 

"If Tjeadincr Politicians and Priests 
"All go to heaven then I am boimd 
"To stop at some other vtatioa.** 

0 ' 

Within the last fow weeks a protest has been made 

against allmviiiir th(^ inscription to remain. The cemeterv 
authorities were a|)p<'alcd to in vain, and the latter were 
all at sea as to what course to pursue for while the ortho- 
dox church members had threatened to dig up and move 
their dead away to some other cemetery, or burying place, 
and thus leave the "McCracken tatdet alone in its j^lory, it 
was found tliat his tablet could not be moved liecause of 
the fact that he had owned a considerable interest in the 
cemetery and the plot in which he and his wi|e were buried 
side by side was actually owned by him before his death. 

It appears, however, that '^^cOracken's wif^ died first 
No taldet had been put at lier grave. When McCracken 
ilied, tlie executors of his will carried out the trust imposed 
upon them by placing the tablet he had himself designed. 
Now, it is said, the ehnrofa workers grew imdignant, and 
finding no other opening for revenge, they i.ot together 
and had a tablet made for the wife, with an inscription 
thereon, which reada: 

' lu ^Memory of Phoebe, wife of Samuel McCracken, 
who Died March 30, 1860. She Died a firm Believer in 
Christ, Her Savior." 

.\s ?ilvs. McCracken died fifty years ago, it can hardly 
be expocted that any of Uie present generation oould know 
what she believed or what she did not believe at the time 
(^f her death. Put what sort of man was this Samuel Mc- 
Cracken ? T.et the report of the newspaper speak for him, 
and in it one may see what infldeli^ meana to peraona) 
character. It says : 

"AfcCracken, who many years ago, owned ha'f the to\vn, 
and ('nt<'rtaine<l lavishly, ])osed as an old-time country gen- 
tleman, and was considered a jolly good fellow by All who 
knew him. He was lenient with his tenants, generoas to 
their children, and aympathetie with tlMm in thdr dis- 
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trees. His limiu^ was fi]l( 1 with gmsto almocc 0(mtiaiu^» 
as tin' iinst love<l company. 

In his iMvliood lie took a dislike to religion, and in bUi 
manhood was an infidel He despised politics and poli- 
ticians. "No" decent gentleman is a politician," was Ws 
contention. His. hatred for the elore:^' in ir'iieral was 
intenjje. He also helieved tliat when a man became 
mortally ill he should not wait ior death. 



REV. HOUGH CONVICTED. 

We are eonslrained to exjtress r umidete satisfaction at the 
result of tiii- invest ifiation entered iut.> concerning Rov. 
Greorge A. Uough the Episoopal preacher of San Franciaeo^ 
and the late M. D. Leahy, founder and instructor of the 
erstwliile FiTetlioii<rlit Tniversity, at LiWal, Mo. 

When the statements of Mr. Houfi;li were first brought to 
our attention we were not sufficiently familiar with the facts 
to essay a reply with any degree of satisfaction or conclu- 
siveness. Our active work on the Freethou^t lector© 
lilatfiirm did n<<\ l)ee:in until ISSO, and the institution at 
J.ilieral liad become defunct. Throufrh correspondence we 
had l)ecome acijuainled with but one person residing at 
Liberal, namely, George H. Walser, and it has been many 
years since we heard from him, even now not knowing 
wbetber li<' -till !-e in the land of the living or has entered 
the realm of liic dead. In order to get at the facts, the 
Blade called f..r informatif>n from ibosc who were in a 
position to know, and did know, that the reading public 
mig^t be given accurate information, and our efforts in that 
direction have iv^t been in vain. There is now sufficient evi- 
dence at hand to convict this "F^piscopal ])reacher of having 
grossly, wilfully and malieiously tnld tlie incinb'TS of bis 
congregation, in a Sunday sermon, an untruth concerning 
"M. D. Leahy, and as a fitting climax we take pleasure in 
publishing, in this issue of the Blade, a oommunicatiop 
from a brother of the dead Freethinker, which is conclusive 
i>n the subject. 

It will 1h' recalleil that Mr. Houjib insisted that Ingersoll 
had given $5,000 to the institution and that it was a pet 
scheme of IngersoU's, but lived only about tw6 or three 
years. That M. D. Leahy, its first president, afterwards 
l>ecame converted in tlie privacy of a room at Great Bend, 
Kansas, l)y a lady evangelist, and spent the balance of his 
life in trying to undo the wrongs he had done, and had 
preached Christianity extensively in the Southwest This 
statement, of course, was made to his congregation aknw^ 
and bad it not been for the mantisoript copy be Iiad fumidl- 
ed the papers of San Francisco for ytnblication, no furthaf 
notice would, or could, have been given it, and these statip 
ments would have passed unchallenged. The one souroe ql 
danger to Mr. Hough lie in the fact of the pnblioatioa. 
That brought his utterances to the att^^ntion of others, and 
the investigation undertaken by the Klade. 

Rev. Hough is convicted of having told an untruth in 
stating that the National Freethought University, at Lib- 
eral, Ma, was a ^wt sohame of JagBtwoWt. 



Rev. TTough lias been convicted of having told an untruth 
by stating that M. i). Lealiy had told him that Ingersoll had 
given $5,000 to the support and maintenance of Ihe in- 
stitution. 

Rev. Hough has been convicted of having told an untruth 
when be said that M. D. Leahy was converted. 

Rov. Hough has been convicted of having told an untruth 
when be said that ^f. D. Lealiy bad striven to undo the 
wrongs he had done by his unbelief and bad (extensively 
preached Christ and him crucified. 

Bev. Hough has been convicted of having fabricated a 
story of absolute fiction connected -^rith M. D. Leahy for the 
purpose of disparaging the name and memory of a dead 
Freethinker who cannot defend himself, and to draw the 
cash out of a credulous and unthinking congregation. 

Rev. Hough has hem convicted of being anything but 
a gentleman and possessing an utter disr^rd for truth. 

For these findings, the Pdadc is grateful and thankful to 
r. E. Alexander, of Cbanute, Ivansas, who has rendered 
capable ami valuable help in this undertaking, and it is also 
thankful to T. J. Leahy, the surviving brother of M. D. 
Leahy, author of the oommunioatioti wfaic^ appears in this 
issue. 

From a careful perusal of the letter in questi<m, OUf 
readers will be able to understand something of the nstnre 
of the case. Attending Kansas Normal CoU^i^ at Fort 
Scott, Kansas, from which he graduated in 1886, M. D. 
T.eaby was thrown in contact with Ceorge A. Hough, who 
was a teacher in peiimansliip thereat, also a worker in the 
Y. M. C. A., and Leahy l)eing an infidel to the Christian 
rdigion at that time, Hough had very little u^e for him, 
and, as T. J. Leahy suggests, "naturally gave him little 
credit as a thinker." Wo can now understand the animos- 
ity of George A. Hough, and we can also understand why 
this intolerant bigotry should be made manifest so long after 
M. D. Leah/s death, for is not George A. Hough, formerly 
a teacher in penmanship, now an Episcopal preacher, and 
do not Episcopal jireacbers of the Hough stripe appear will- 
ing to defame the ilead whom they disliked in life? 

Fortimatxdy, we have also, from the same source, learned 
something of L. A. Hanson, or Hausam, as Mr. Hough 
renders the ssme, and it appears that his "tmbelief" as a 
"professor" simply consisted of his being a Christian 
Scientist, but not content with distorting fact. Hough bad 
this man converted at the same time and jdace by tlie same 
lady evangdist of whom nobody has the sligbuvst knowledge. 

That M. D. Leahy should oonflne himself to le< turing 
upon educational topics alone, after the demise of his 
University at Liberal, is not strange to those who have ex- 
perienced the forcf* of Christian bigv.try, intolerance and 
hate. M. D. Leahy had to live and he had to earn the 
means of livelihood. Without saying aught concerning 
religion, for it or against it, he lectured on other subjects, 
and this is taken by one of narrow, illiberal and evil mind, 
to imjdy a cxmversion to rhristianity. 

During our previous active work in the field of Free- 
thou^^ w had inoideiitally heaxd of Liberal, Mo. ; of the 
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UluviQrBily Uiat onoe exi»tad there, but we bad never been 
givm the facte have tibem now. We have also learned 
that this is not, the fir.«t tinio that ])reachers have made the 
claim that M. D. Leahy underwent a conversion and had 
renounced his philosophic unbelief for the Christian re- 
ligion. With this exposure of the arrant falsehoods of 
Oeofge A. -Hou|^, it is to be h(qped, and tiie public have a 
right to expect, that such proceedings will forever cease. 

The Blade is pleased that its attention has been called to 
the statements made by Air. TT^niirli; tliat it undertook the 
investigation, an<l it is doubly ]>leased with the results. 



BUCKEYE SECULAR UNION. 



Two weeks from the date of Ais issue the annual con- 
vention of the Buckeye Secular Union will be in session at 
Columbus, Ohio, and as the I'^iccrs are now working; and 
striving for its success, their efforts ought to be met with 
that reward which is their due bj a laige and enthusiastic 
attendance. 

The pro-am which appears in this issue of the Blade 
is sufficiently attrin-ti vr to induce every P'reethinker in 
Ohio, who can, to attend this convention. In addition to 
the members of the Union there will be many of the old 
guard present, and from personal letters xeoeiTed diere will 
be considerable of the new and youn^ element on hand, 
those who are prepailnj; to take ii]> tlif- flirli. for mentfll 
freedom and human profn-esa wlien the present warriors are 
compelled to lay down their arms. For a state organiza- 
tion, the limits of which are circumscribed, there is no 
more active or a better officered body of Freethinkers in 
all Aitierien. than the Buckeye Secular TTnion and it is 
deserving of the support and encouragement of all who arc 
interested in the cause. Not more than two days of your 
time will be required to attend this meeting, and with exist- 
ing cheap railroad rates, not much of an outlay will be 
necessary. At the same time you are brought in OO^tMjit 
with kindred minds, you are given an opportunity to meet 
and know the leaders of Freethonght in the Central States. 

An examination of the prognm will show that Dr. J. B. 
Wilson, Dr. T. J. Bowles, Parker H. Sereombe, Otto 
Wettstein, T. Atwood Culhertson, and the Blade's Editor, 
are among the speakers, while others will render musical 
and lit/^rnrv selections affording variation and additional 
interest Then there is the round table talk in the parlorp 
at the hotel. Only those who have met before trader such 
conditions can know and appreciate what this means for 
the earnest and sincere advocate in the cause of freedom. 

Taken altogether this convention sliould he made a record 
breaker, hut as the officers cannot do this alone, the result 
depends upon Freethinkers titemsehes. Go then if you 
can and show the woitofs which dde you are on in this 
mental contest 

The r'olumhus News, an extremely liberal paper, in its 
issue of Sunday, August 22, devotee more than half a 
column to an announcement of litis emning conmitioQ, pro- 
oUiminf it m promising to be Urge gatfifrin^ of |W 



thinkers from Ohio and other states" and prints the pro- 
gram in full. This fact alone is worthy of notice as show- 
ing the recognition by the press, of Freethou^t gatherings, 
as heretofore, such conventions have had scarcely a pass- 
ing notice. All this ought to encourage the Freethinkers 
of the Buckeye State, and especially the members of the 
Union. Take on new enthusiasm in the cause and help 
all you can to make this conrention a fitting and manorar 
ble success. 

Among the incentives recently furnished us is a card 
from Charles Betscher of Oanal Dover, an enthusiastic 
young liberal, who offers to donate a **1tn or a ttef* to maioa 
up a fund for printing 600 or 1,000 extra copies of th» 
Blade containing the program and annd^meement of the 
convention and have the same distributed free of coat to the 
people of Colimibus as a means of creating and stimulating 
a wide interest in the meeting. Without considering the 
financial part of this suggestion, as it would concern the 
Blade, it is an excellent idea, and could this hi dona it 
mig^t be the means of bringing the Blade and the eauaa 
it advocates into wider notice and prominraioe. 



IDITOaXAL POTPOUBL 



Death, the f^reat king, the mighty monarch to whom aH most 
how. tia.s claimed one of the strongest and stannehsst IVae- 
tliiiikers in all Am«fie«— Dr. A. A. Bell, of Madison, Qa. 

The Blade has been an>riaed of his death by Dr. A. K. Bell, 
a »on of th« deceased. He died of apoplexy on the 7th day of 
Angaft, 1909, and, as his son writes, "happy in the belief he had 
so long expounded to the world." Onr readers, and the readers 
of other Liberal papers, will long remember the name of Dr. 
BelL Eaeh week bronght to the Blade offlee some note or notes 
from him, whieh, now, will be sadly missed. The Blade extends 
to his BtHrrowing family a heartfelt sympathy sad eoodolaaee. 

• • • • 

We ai« more than pleased to report, tlnvogh E. B. MolBtt, 
of KewtOB, Iwra, that the reeent memorial serviee to the late 
CoL bcerson, held in his beautifol Iowa grove, was a decided 
sneeess. The prineipal address was made by W. O. Clark, of 
Chiesfo. Franklin Steiner, of Des Moiaea, Iowa, also spoke, 
and there were other nanben on the program eonsistiiir of 
Bo^e, xeeitations, ete. The aitendanee was mneh larger than 
usual, which indicates a vast ehaage in pnblie sentiment eon- 
eeiDing Freethought. We most have more of raeh ivaaa- 
strationa. 

• • • • 

It is a pleasure to call our rcailers' nttontion to Eugenics, 
formerly known as Tjicifor, now txMiii; imlilislicd by Moses Har- 
inan, at I»es Aiiirclc.-, ralifuniia. No niim ha.s suffered more for 
opinion's sake than M<ists lliirrnan. No advot-ntR if liberty de- 
serves greater praise and eiuinnendation for his splendid efforts 
and Uberals can well afford to extend to him a hearty and will- 
ing patronage ss a token of their appreeiatien of his Sllatts, 

• • • • 

The nest time Rev. Oeorge A. Hough essays to discuss infl- 
dds and infldeUty, he will be inclined to investigate his subjeet 
and make sure befmre he opens his mouth, or mayhap, he will 
not be so prone to i^ve reports of such future sermons to the 
newspiHP*'* wherein they eun be read and d i ssss t sd. 
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Buckeye Secular Union Convention 



Boniiaf MMtiag PrayMd^^ Progrui Hm Bmb Pnfand. 
— M mma^m Art laffMU-JUte It » Bmumt Bfwt 



Next week the aeventh annual oonTention of the Bnoka^e 
Seenlar Unkm will be in M«ion at Colnmbai, Ohio. 

The date of eonvening is Sunday, September 12th. 

There will be a round table eonferenee Saturday night for 
all ^ends, members and visitors, in the parlors of the American 
Hotel, No. 20 South Hii^ St. 

Headquarters will also be maintained at this hotel 

Special rates frdb'tl.00 to fL50 per day have been arrtmged 
for all visitors. 

The program is inviting and ought to insure a large attendance. 
Upon the subject of the eoiurention, the Secretary, Miss Lou 
Lawrence, writes as folhywe: 

"The prospects for a successful meeting of the Buckeye Sec- 
ular Union, at Columbus, on the 12th of next month, are better 
than they have been for any similar convention in the history 
of the oiganisation. There ia every reason to believe that the 
piogram will be a credit to the cause for which it stands; and we 
have more nssuranoes of a general attendance than we had any 
reasdii to )ii«f)e f<ir. Let no one stay away for fear of feeling 
lonely. He will have plenty of company — and good company. 
Let everybody eome for Saturday aveidng at the hotaL" 

PROGRAM: 
Morning Session. 

9:00— Address of Welcome. Geo. 0. Roberts. 

Response — ^I>r. Ellanore M. Poland. 
10:00 — Appointment of Committees, by the Pn sident. 

Report of the Secretary, Miss liOu lyflwreiice. 

Report of the Trea.siirer, .7. Wilbur White. 
10:30 — ^Election of Offieers for the Ensuing Year. 
11 :00-— Essay : Tho Hible in the Pnblie Sehools— Helen M. 

liUcas, 

11 d6 — Sonfr: Thomas Paine — I.,ibby Ciilbertson MacDonald. 
lliSO — Short Speeches, by Members. 

12:00 — Adjourn for Luncheon to Anietic.in Hotel or elsewhere. 

Afternoon Session. 
' 1:00— Address: Decay at OrtbodiMiy, or End of Dogn»— Dr. 

T. J. Howies. 
2:30 — S<inp: Ingrersoll — Libby Culbertson MacDoBtld. 
2:46— The Spirit of the Times— J. A. CulbertMO, 



3:15— Coil«ct Thinking— Parker H. Sercombe. 
4KX^nolley to Indianola and Olentangy Park»— Everybody 

Evening Session. 
7:30— Oration: Freethinkers' Funerals— Dr. J. B. Wilson. 
8:16— Materialism ( Atheism, Agnosticism and Infidelity— Otto 
Wettstein. 

9.00 — ^Progress of Freet bought and Free Press— John* R. 

Cbarlesworth. 
10:00— Choir Divisible (Elliott's)— Lou Lawrence. 

Notice. 

The headquarters will be at the American Hotel, Xo. 20 South 
High St., where ample accommodations for members and visitors 
will be reserved. Rates, .$1.00 and -$1.50 per day, American Plan. 

The Parlor will be used by the Officers and Membsrs on Satur- 
day and Sunday. The Secretary, Miss Lawrence, will have 
charge and all members will rei/ister on arrival. 

The Reception Committee will he at the hotel all day Satur- 
day to look after the comfort of arrivals; s^i eome early ami get 
acquainted. 

Round Table discussion in parlor all evening, to yhu^jk^^U 
Freethinken and friends are cordially and court eosuly 'in*^rted. 

GEO. O. ROBERTS, 
MISS LOU LAWRENCB;- 
HEUiEN M. LUCAS, 

Beeeptiqn Committee. 

'SZPT. PIOOIAK OF IAN FRANOISOC V^V^ttAIStt 

AS800IATION, 



No Freethought organization in the country i« a»)le to show a 
better progress than this active, wide-awake l><i(ly. It is fa- 
vore<l with a very large amiience and many interfsting discus- 
sions devi'hiji. The lecinics :ne of u highly ^uoativs tendeiiey» 

as the followinsr program will show: 

Sept '! -The Darwinian Thooiy— By Dr. David Starr Jordan, 
President Stanford University. 

Se(>t. 1(y The Origin and Necessity of Law— Caaaron King, 

Attorney at Law. 

Sept. 17 — Water, FoikI and Population— By Wm. Powell. B. A. 

Sept. 24 — Tnilhs and Fallacies roncerning Tuberculosis— By 
J. C. Anthony. M. P. 

This lecture will be followe<1 by « social and dance, ending at 
1 a. n. 



Unanimous For Organaiztion 



Varw of Lsttm on this Important 8nb- 
Joe^ and Wtet They Say.— Time for 
Aetim Smbh Blpo.— Vow Orgaii- 
IntloB Id Popolar Osmaad.. 

Pnll of BMhuiMB. 

CLEVELAND, 0.— Referring to your 
•rtiele about the national organisation, 
Wd particularly to the questiMia whiah 
jou ask. My answen folkyw: I favor 
■oeh an orgaaiiition; I will pmooally at- 



tend a meeting to establish such an or- 
ganization, if it is [Mjssible for mo to do 
so, but would be unable to go any great 
distance from Cleveland at this time; 
PllMO moat suitable for mo (and others 
here with whom I am in close touch) is 
Clevdand, O.; Date most convenient, any 
time from S^. 11 to 27; whether I can 
or cannot attend the meeting, I will be- 
eonte a member; I shall be glad to send 
jaa tho namM of othon iriunn I tm tart 



will bo with oa in tUsjii >\enK nt, if you 
detii* them.— T. C. JSFFERIES. 



Organisation StrooAr FvfSNd. 
MARIETTA, 0.— If the work of the 
pn^sed organization shonld bo otMiflDod 
to religious subjects, especially ehuroh and 
stats, I shall be glad to join. So very f tw 
would be able to attend a convention that 
I should think it might bo a good plan to 
work by mail and loeal mootings for some 
time. If tboro should bo a meeting I ntXl 
attend If peosiblo at any place othon may 
ohooio. HoM ia my voto for yon for Pna- 



idant. Ton ai* MpcoUdly flttad for Um 

offi«e.— HELEN M. LUCAS. 



\ 



Mrant and FMaffaU* 

PINE a£OVE, ASSL—l am in neeipt 
of a Hunpl* copy ot your paper in whieh 
tjiere u mueh talk of a NaUonal Urganiu^ 
tiun of I'rwthinkers. Allow mn to say tliat 
I am heartily in eyiopatby with aaeh a 
movemnt bhooid aaeh *n orgauaation be 
effected, I ahaU at on«e apply for life- 
membenhip.. To my mind, the eaaae of 
Freethought ia suffering more from lack 
of oiganixation than from any other cause. 
Ihe country ig full of Freethinkers, but 
in Bjmy inataneea they laek the moral 
eoorage to oppose the religious tide single 
handed. Properly organized, and fostering 
a systematic educational propaganda, we 
ahould be' able very soon to make our in- 
flnanM fait Why should we stand idle 
mU the day long, while our religious breth- 
ren are expending every effort in making 
foola and idiots of our children by ham- 
pering their minds and shackling their 
brains with a religious system so abaurd 
that a savage would not receive itf Let 
lis wake up and put our heads and our 
heart* together in carrying on a systemat- 
ic erasade of Freethought 1 As to time, I 
have no choice further than X think the 
meeting should be at the earliest, date 
practicable. As to place, I think the meet- 
ing should be at au near the center of the 
6. 8. as can be arranged. I'm not able 
financially to attend, but would like very 
much to do so. Tours for Freethought. — 
B. G. EABIiB. 

To thfl FnUaK IxtMft. 

MOLINE, KAM.— I favor such an or- 
ganixation, but I cannot personally attand 
thk meeting to establiah St Louia 

would be my ehoie^ and October the tiaie. 
I will become a madbw if aAch an organ- 
ization is affeeted. I am old and poor, but 
will do all I can for the cause of Fraa- 
thought. Yea, I am with you to Um full 
extent of my mind. I am an old mhawi jb- 
er to the dear old filada.— ELLA P. HUNT 



TIbm Is 1^ 
EAST LYNN, MO.— Yon are aakiiig toe 
an exprearion on that "National Organiia- ' 
tion" question. It seena to me the time 
is ripe for organization. I would want to 
be a member attd will do all £ eaa to inp- 
port the movement. Would certainly at- 
tend if it were possible, much depending 
un distance; would say St. Louis.— EMILY 
C. JONES. 

9otii fkala and ITsttoaaL 

HI0OIN8, TEX.— I am in ffcvor of ox^ 
ganization by Statea and by the nation. 
Let us have a central committee of seven 
for the national body, and in eaa* of a 



BLUE GBA$3 BLADE. 

national convention, let each state send a 
delegate fpr each 500 or 1,000 members, 
« r any number that^ nay be agreed upon. 
>ue nour is at hand wtieu Liberals, both 
.iAa and women, muat organize and get to- 
gether for fheir own good.— MBS. NEL8 
.HNSON. 



Organisation the Proper Thing. 

EAST LYNNE, MO.— Am a Blade 
render and note with pleasure the propoaed 
Nulioiiiil Ui'guiiLzati<jn. Tlank the time ia 
lien* when lliuse of liberal ideas concern- 
ing ri-.igiuu iiliould be organized on a broad 
basis, and surely this can be successfully 
done, considering the already prosperous 
local organizations, such as Church of this 
World, Kansas City; Free Religious So- 
ciety, Chicago, and others. Would be- 
vume a member and could probably attend 
if held at St. Louis, '^onxs fraternally.— 
PBUnCESS anna 0. JONES. 

Itraifbt to tha Pofait 
ANNAPUUiet, Mi).— k our eameatness 
in soaciiiug uieuibeis fur the proposed 
r reetiioughi Organization, and the stir- 
I'lug appeal of Irieod Cuioertaon for our 
resurreciion, compel me to reapond. 

1 do favor such an urgauizatiou, and al- 
though i cannot attend your lueetiug this 
year, I WILL become & member, ihere 
are aome few ea r nest , active and puguao- 
ious J; reethinkera who^ nnaequatnted with 
ihu idiusyncraaiea of the tciber, exclaim: 
"Why, m the name of humanity and truth, 
are the l^eethinkars of this country bold- 
iny aloof from a movement of this desorip- 
ti(«t" AecMdiag to official atatistics, 
th* ahuxvhM Ma olaim hardly one-third 
of oOr i!9pnlatiMt} but if a eall should go 
out from the Soman Catholic Church — a 
call covering ibfi same ttrritory canvaaaed 
by the Blade — aaking nambccabip for an 
organisation to aaiiat thai ehnrehi the re- 
pliea would be twenty thousand instead of 
twenty. But one eoMlusion can ba naeh- 
ed from this stata of affairs: Given, one 
thousand Metbodista, and we have 1|P00 
minds, or rather jjwejudices, not one of 
which- can cfoape from lhat narrow rut; 
the big and Hw Uttle, the deep and (he 
shallow, all running in the same groove. 
Otherwise ' they would not be orthodox. 
Again: Given 1,000 Freethinkers, and 
what have wef One hundred kinds each 
of Athdsta, Agnoatiesy Materialists, Ba- 
tionaliata. Liberals, Infldds, %U. Otharwiss 
they wiouldi not be FroetlihiketB. I know 
many diilerent Mnds of Christians wlio are 
Freethinken, or who are^ at least, not or- 
thodox. It seems to me that <»gsnisin(^ 
smdi a heterogeneous mass would be a gi- 
gantie uhdertaUng. I b^eve I have been 
personally aeqaainted and aisocist^d with 
more Freethinkers thap any other sub- 
scriber to tho Blade. That is s very sweep- 
ing assertion> but my et)IiDg in life for 25 



Id 



years haa kept me among that kind of 
peoplo— and th^ are neither pagan nor 
heathen. If the one thousand Freethinkers 
above mentioned were invited to join au 
organization, the avowed object of which 
was to make war on the church by ezpos- 
uig the false teachings and laying bare the 
foolish pretensions of that institution, 990 
of them would reply: "I have my beliefs 
concerning this life and the hereafter and 
I am perfectly satisfied with them. If the 
church people are happy iu their dreams 
and visions and frenzies and tomfoolery, 
why should I interfere with themt When 
I attempt to convert them to my way of 
thinking, I put myself on a l^ti with their 
priests and miasionaries. I am going to 
be just as careful that none of my children 
fall into their hands' as they are lo keep 
th«r offspring beyond the reach oC%y in- 
fluence; and I believe we both have the 
same rights in this respect. And I appiQ-'- 
eiate the fact that their feelings are just 
as badly lacerated at not being able tu get 
a hold on my progenj' as mine are at see- 
ing ihuir Little oiiejs pumped lull of fairy 
tales unil U'gends and turned over to an 
unscrupulous priesthood. ' ' 

However, this is one object for which all 
the Freethinkers 1 have ever known would 
readily organize and that would h<- lor the 
juirposo ol' inlluencing IfgishUioii to tax 
all duireli pr<.iperty. 'Hie State of Mary- 
land, iny present habitat, is the most bigot- 
e<l section of the I'. S., if nut of the world; 
and I know that even here an unbiased 
assessment of tax. s would put one-half the 
churches out of commission. Kven by a 
combination of nil the orthodox institutions 
into (>iie organization, it c^iuld never be- 
come the living core of imwcr and tyranny 
that tliey luice wt?re. They are dying a 
nitlural dcutli, and nothing will hasten 
their demiso like putting upon them their 
logitimaie qiuila of the burden for sup- 
porting (he State that- protests thsoi. — 
W. L. LUCE. 



Organise By Ail Mttam 

LOS ANGELES, CALIF.— As to my «- 
pression upon the question of organization, 
it seems to me we all ought to see the ne- 
cessity of organization if we wiah to ae- 
oomplish anything. But we must not ex- 
pect the simple matter of organization to 
be all there is to accomplish. It will mean 
incessant work upon the part of all. Then 
again, we must have suitable meeting 
places, and make these and the program 
so intereeting and attractive that we will 
attract even the Christians. In fact, thess 
are the people we wish to reach. We must 
give the Christian the same opportunity to 
express his or her views and beliefs as do 
the Freethinkers, thereby setting a better 
example than the Chrisflans do. Hence, a 
step in advance.— M. Hs OBEBHOLTZEB. 
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Nauman^s Orchestra 

B. D. NAUICAW, yuan. 

ANNA U NAUMAN, Plana 

OTTO 8. NAUMAN OorMt 



or CUrliMt. 
Other Inttnimcnts Added If DtdlrML 

Oyer 500 piecfs of the boei uiiislc, suitable 
(or any program, always ou haad. 
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Phone 128 1-2. 



Lock Box 800. 



SiaOURNEY, 



IOWA. 



A TBIP TO BOMB 

By 

DR. J. B. WII-SON. 
This work is acknowledi;ed to be one of 
the best descriptive liteniry efTorts of the 
century- A Froci liiiikei 's view of the old 
world and wliiit he saw there. 

Oloth — ^1.26 postpaid. 

BLUE GRASS BLADE, 
T<yliHtoPi 



XIWI nOM THE WEST. 

Xr TOV WANT 

to iMn ftboDl fte WMttrn Slop* of Oolo- 
n4o. food frto QflfwuMot land, fatwab'o 
nHngnlrtMOiili. MiMorihi to 

Norwood Record 

J. ]K* W A #fl? T ^ TMUIm. 

Om Tear flJO 

Us Mtathi M 

Mmifho , .40 

PnbtUlMd Erwry Thondajr. 

BILL'S rt VENUE 

make* yuu che«rful and 
thoughtful. It In apertonal 
Ldeparlnient lo the WHEEL 
lOF LIKE that grows on you 
lYou And yourself waltliiK 
■with Interest for what "Bill" 
Ibas to say next; 

"f\N «M&RICflN 

M«DONNf\"ls».er. 
lal ruriiiliiu In tb« WHEEL. 
"HILL" UFUKE. It la wrltUo by 
U%ry Ives Todd, Ibeableit wrltnoiUbenl 
notion ilneearant Allan, and U« beevHM 
presentation of the essentlklv Btoaera 
problem of the Woman In Bualneai. 

TH& WHBEiL OP LIPB- 

A niuQtbly periodical. It deals with 
ORIUINH, the origin of Marrlaga, of Ethics, 
of Religion, of Brotherhood, uf the belief In 
Immortality. It treats broadly of Love, of 
Human Instincts and Ideals. It takes lii 
the whole Wheel ofLlfe, treating h 11 hiiljJ>-<'M 
In Buchaclear, plain and »i>i('.v wtiy thut ilic 
dust Is shaken out and they become a* lu- 
terasung as • noral to avan the aaaaal 
reader. SendlOeaiitaforasUaiontiu'trlel 
■nbsorlptlon or a quarter tor m year. 

"OONPE88IONe OP rt 

DRONE" by Joseph MedUl Fattarson, 
author of '^A LITTLE BBOTHBB Or THK 
KIOH," sent without estra obMMWUba 
e months' trial subscription to the wSVu< 
OFLIFB. A(i(lr«*k * 

UrS PUB. COwDtokAsStLodibMa 




Searchli^Ht 

A 20-Page Liberal 



Published by J* D.. SHAW, Waco, Texas 

Price of Subscription $1 a Year 
Single Copies 10 Cents 

Writt for a sample copy, which will br sent free. 



THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF 

EUGENICS 

Formerly Known as Lucifer the Lisrht Bearer 



The Pioneer Journal— in Modern Timet 
— of an old and alnuwt forgotten seience, 
the most important of all aeienees, a 

si icric!- succesefully and 4q)eDly tanghtand 
pructiced by the ancient Oredca and Egyp- 
tians, but ignored, defeated, teomed by all 

modem nations, — viz:the Seienee of Right- 

lioriiiiig, the Science of (Jood (leneration. 

Tiie (leiitiiry Dictioiiury tlms dulinee 
Kugeiiics: "The iloclniie I'rogress, or 
Hvoiiitioii, etiiH'ciuily iu the human race, 
through iiiii>io\(hI ooQditiolu in the rela- 
tions of the sexes." 

ItB central thought is freedom of Moth- 
erhood, the Self-Ownerehip of Woman in 
the Realm o# Sex and Reproduetion— in- 
telligent and reeponsible Parenthood. 

Thia much neglected, tliis tabooed, dis- 
graced, and abnoat unknown acieuce was 
named "Engeniea ty Franeia Oalton, a 
oouain of, and oo-)jforker wit^, the great 



Charlea Darwin and now, both in England 
and in Cootinontal Eozopo^ i» Inginniag 
to reeetve the attontion ita importance 
dmnanda. 

The American Journal of Eugenioe is 
now in ita 30th year of publication, sua- 
tained by a long list of able and well- 
known contributure, women and men of 
national and internationai reputation ; it is 
now .pabiialMd hi-iqonthly— etaqdard mag- 
asia* Bie ■ at Loa Angeles, Calif.; pric«, 
$1 a year pootpaid; aingle copy, 15c. 

Trial anbaeiibera will receive thre« back 
numbers, leaa than a year old, also a copy 
of the booklet, "Institutional Marriage," 
a leetnre by the editor — all for 25c in 
stamps or eoin. For sale by newsdealers, 
or sent postpaid by the eiiitor and pub- 
lisher, Moeee Harman, with lists and 
I>iicee of standard English and American 
Eugenic publiei^ons. Address 1319 Kel- 
1am Ave, Los Angeles, Calif. 
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B« Sur* and tubcerlte W»r 



.Jhe Woman and 



Secular Thought j^e Prospector" 

4 Fortnlahtiv Journal of Rational GrItI- * 



JUST OTTT! 

NAMINO BONO AlfD BUSIAL SONS 
FOB 



4 Fortnightly Journal of Rational CrItI 
>elMn In Polltloa, Sclonco ami Religion. 

Organ of tbo 
CANADIAN tKCULAR UNION AND THI 
TORONTO SECULAR SOCIITY. 

Editor • • ' J. Spenoar Bills. 
Pttbltthed at 186H Queen 8t Waat. To- 
ronto, Canada. Terma, |1 per aaana, tai 
advance; slncle copies, 10 cents. 

All communlcationa for the Editorial da- 
partment ihould be addreaaed — 

J. Spencer Bills, "Secular Thought," 
186^ Queen St. West, Toronto. Can. 
All Business communlcatlonB, orders for 
WMka^ pilntlns. etc., ahould be addrtaaed— 
a k. BLLIa, Proprietor and PvMialMr, 
Beeolar Thooi^t, 

Tonato, Oaa. 
THB WOMD'I BB8T WATOBM. 

The World's 

Beist Watches 



Men's Bagalar (18) size; H^iopdan, 

"Special Ry.," 23 Jewels, $26; "New 
Ry.," 23 Jewels, $20; "Dueber Watch 
Co.," 21 Jewels, $15; "Duaber Grand," 17 
Jewels, $8; 15 Jewels. $fi; 7 Jewels, $4.50. 

£lfl^ or Waltham: " Veritas " or " Van- 
goard," 28 Je#eb, |29; "Fathar Time," 
or "Crescent Str.," 21 Jewels. $22.60; "B. 
W. Bsymond," 10 Jewels, $20; Same <>r 
"A. T. Premier," 17 Jewels, $18.50; 
"Wheeler," or "P. 8. BarUatt," 17 
Jewels, nickle, $9; Same, gfilt, $7; 15 
Jewels, $6; 7 Jewels, $5; all in Silverine, 
seraw sms. la 20-]raar Gold cms 98, or in 
25-year case $5 more. Every Watch fresh 
from factory, prepaid with g'larantee. 

Band for prieaa of WaMisa not ennmer- 
atud here (or order from any of my old 
price-lists). Chains, Fobs, Diamonds, 
jQwelry, Optical Goods, IVeathoai^ 
Badges, Ingarsoll Spoons; Ring GhMga and 
my great Uttla traet: "Theism In the 
Cmeibia," free. 

OTTO WBTTBTBDf. 
La OfMPk Ctook Oontf, HL 



Is the title of a romance every man, woman 
and child should read. It should be In the 
bands of all who are opposed to supersti- 
tion and graft, as it Is a protest againat 
vaccination, vivisection, medical legislation 
and the administration of drugs to human 
beings; at the same time polnta oat the 
only method for the cure of the consump- 
tiva Tbe booklet Is really tree, but the 
cost of advertlsinc sod postage we Ognra 
at 10 oents; so If yov wish • oopy, aand 
OS 10 osBta. A. M. PARXBB. 



WATKR-POWKR MOTORS 
and 

WATBR-FANS. 
Ilaehlna and Hardware Specialtlea at ordar. 
CLBVULAND BPSCIALTT * ICTO. 00. 
CaeTalaad-Sa. Brooklyn, Ohio. 

Tb« Work and Kys of Literary Folk 

YACABONOIA 

Sold b'/ Subscription $1 per year 

VAGi-dONDIA is an illustrated month- 
ly macrasine devoted to people who write 
nrul draw things, — ^Authors, Playwrights 
i>:;d Illustrators. 

EACH ISSUE contains interesting arti- 
cles on the personalities of literary men 
and women — Human Interest Biographical 
Sketches, Appreeiations and Estimates of 
all the present day writers and their work 
— stories of their hobbies and raereations 
— thrilling aeeoonts of literary sneeesses, 
— uneonventional photographa of authora 
and their homes, with glimpses of their 
workaday life, — Criticisms, Short Stories 
and Literary News, — Contributions by well 
known writers on subjeots having to do 
with every form of literary eomposition, 
including tbe novel, playwrighting, et., 

EVERYONE engaged in Kterary work 
or curious about literary people will find 
Vagabondia interesting and instructive. 
It is invaluable to the literary worker. 

VAGABONDIA is in a class by itself, 
being the only writers' and illustrators' 
magazine published. It is the "trade pa- 
per", so to speak, of the writer class. 

Book Reviews, Magazine Nawi, Pttbliih- 
•n' Notes and Announcements. 

VAGABONDIA 
EVERETT LLOYD, Editor and Publisher 
1411 Saeurity Trust Big, Chicago, HL 



THF PROCESSION OF PLANFTS 
ism MEAT »nr loot, inou*'*'^ 



I • BbcI sad B OoBoart Pioec for Ptai*. 

ALm Variations for Violin, nutc, cr Belli. 

PBZCE, 26 OENTB EACH. 

I h&ra compoaad thsoa aongs for the 
baneflt of Froa^nkara, «e man of Commos 
Senas, who do not irdi to insult our Cr«> 
ator with Bible -rot' , 

QUIBZN BAOBLBIk 
ai77 rdBo at. OMcag» PL 

The Holy Bible 

In a Nutshell 

A New Booklet showing up the contradle 
tloBB and fUlaeies of the OhriaUan Ubia. 

Jnatt ha thing to pass aronnd among 
your raliglous friends to "Jarr" their faith 
and daatroy their godwebs. Ready Soa 
Ordar New! dingle copy 10«, S for asc, io 
for I1JM. 

Addtosa: J. nUNTS. 
Uia Bddr Btrsot. Baa Praneiseo, Oal 

Give Fm Fits. 



That's what "i'HS 
SCARLET SHADOW." 
Waltar Hurt's STMt rad- 
ical '^ovai, doaa to tha 
(ereea of blaotry antt su- 
perstition. And the seo- 
ular press of the country, 
goaded by tha church 
•lement. Is threwiag a 
over It. too. NO other 
lovel of this dsead* haa 
been so widely and so 
Mttarly denounced by 
•rtbodda crlttes —which 
la auSlelant proof that It 
U all rtsht. It has cre- 
ated a sensation In con- 
servative circle's and 
aueed constematlo* 
among the clergy. 

It la enthuatastlcally 
endonied by leadlnc 
Freelthlnkara throush- 
out the world. Tou aC 

know how Hurt can write, and In this book 
b* Is at tils best. It la an eleaant volume^ 
St to ornament the finest library; containing 
itt pasea, printed on heavy eBg-ahell paper 
and beond la ox- blood cloth. 
Priee ll.iS. postpaid. 

BLUE ORASS Bl ADE. 

< <ingt»n, Ky. 



We F. Bozeman 

Laoaburg, ria.. 
Southern Pmlt and Produce Broker. 
Melons a specialty. Fifteen years expert- 
eneo buying and shipping melons. Will, as 
osual. ftdlolw tha basinsaa In Qaongla. Alsr 
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Man's Origin and Destiny 

By Dr. A. Hausman, Alameda, California 

This is llie Greatest Book of inotlern times on tlie tlieory of Evolution applied to Sociology. 

tt will shortly ^ iwued in book form bythe Blue Grass Blade, making a book of nearly 500 pages. The author has 
dedicated it to Prof. Bnut Haeekel, and %h» great Jepa philosopher has accepted the mdicatioD. 

^2.00 $2.00 

Subscribe Now and Save Money 

All charges of postage will be prepaid upon advance subscriptions. 

The first chapters are now in the press and publication in book form will im mediately 
followjts serial poblioation in the blade columns. 




Sii3scribe Now SiibMilNL Now 



Jf AMES £. HUGHES, X^xington, I^. ^ 
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CORRECT THINKING 

This Book is a Herald of the New Learnins( 
lie Pint Qun in a Revolt Against L^eisure-Class Ideals of Education 

Bx^ PARKER H. SKRCOMBE. KdiCor To-Morrow M»c(asin« 

"Expert breeders and trainers of horses permit their own children to fade and die for want of applyini; 
the knowledge ttiey ha-re bat do not use." 

"Owners of Angora oats who know how their pets have become beautiful as the result of but a few 
generations of inteiligont selection, do not dream of the wondrous results, were tke same law applied to 
Ibeir own race." 

"The world tiioughtlessly overlooks the prinoiples employed by Barb«uk and other snootMfid 
>iybridists, not realizing that each discovery has its oorreaponding application to the bnman speoiea." 
''Mia hM not jat ttarltd to tiv« ft nund^liiiQtad, reaaoned-o^ 

OUR KHTIIUD SYSTEM EDVCATION IS WRONG 

9Bc ihm copy flT« copl««* #1.00 9l5*00 th« h«Bd»«dl 

TO-MORROW PUBMtfHllfG COMPANY 
189 Mmmt 56th Su, CMcmg, 111, 



